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The monthly Browerville City Council Meeting for February met at City Hall on February 8, 
2017 and was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members Heid, Iten, Wieshalla, Fenner and Santer 
were present.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Consent Agenda: 

A) Approval of Minutes of the January 11th meeting 
B) Payment of Claims in the amount of: $90,086.58  
C) Building Permits:   

231 6th St. W. – Louis Gramsey – raise the roof on house by 2 feet and raise the 
rear portion of roof by 6 feet. 

Motion by Wieshalla second by Santer to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  CU 
 
Department Reports:    
Liquor Store: Angie Benning was present to report that the Liquor Store had a good month in 
January.  She is working on getting quotes for the new staff shirts.  A question was raised by 
Council member Santer regarding the possibility of installing an exterior vent fan for the fryer.  
Staff will look into the feasibility of adding an exhaust fan. 
 
Ambulance:  Bob Toews was present with a request to purchase new jackets for the ambulance 
staff.  Based on a recent quote, it is expected that the jackets will cost between $2,500 - $3,000.  
Motion by Iten, second by Santer to approve spending up to $3,000 for 17 new jackets.  CU 
 
Motion by Wieshalla second by Fenner to approve Department Reports.  CU 
 
Other Business:   
Prairie Sanitary – The Council received a request by Prairie Sanitary to increase the can charges 
due to another increase of tipping fees at the transfer station.  Council discussed the fact that this 
was the second increase in tipping fees in the last 12 months.  Motion by Iten, second by 
Wieshalla to approve the increase of $1506.00 per year which was determined based on the 251 
current accounts multiplied by $0.50 per service.  CU 
Motion by Iten second by Fenner to take the increase in fees out of the Solid Waste Fund 
reserves and not charge residents for this increase.  CU 
 
2018 Improvement Project – Kent Louwagie and Chuck Buhl were present to present the 
Feasibility Study for the 2018 Improvement Project and provide information regarding the 
proposed project.  Louwagie went over what improvements were needed in the impact area 
which consists of Gillis Avenue, Second Street W., Third Street W., Fourth Street W., Fifth 
Street W., a portion of Seventh Street W. and two alleys.  The project is necessary due to the 
failing underground infrastructure and heavy deterioration of the streets.  
Louwagie informed the Council that the current estimated cost of the project is $3,495,500.00.  
Funding for the project would come from a citywide levy, assessments and water/sewer funds.  
Lynn Fabro informed the Council that the sewer and water funds would both have to use some 
reserve funds for several years to cover the bond costs but that as old debt was paid off the 
reserves would be replaced.  Motion by Wieshalla, second by Iten to approve Resolution 
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02082017 Accepting the Feasibility Study as presented and setting a preliminary Public Hearing 
for February 28th, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at the Browerville Community Center.  CU 
 
Vatter Property – Council heard that the initial inspection by the certified building inspector had 
been completed and confirmed that the building posed a health and safety issue in the 
community.  Motion by Wieshalla, second by Iten to proceed with the process of condemnation.  
CU 
 
Investment Placement – Council heard that Unity Bank in Clarissa offered 2.35% interest for the 
City’s funds.  American Heritage offered 1.05%  or 0.5% for a regular CD at American Heritage.   
After discussing the fact that no one liked the idea of moving business out of the City but getting 
the highest return on City funds was important to the community, Council reviewed the 
substantial differences in returns on the investment from the three options offered.  Motion by 
Fenner, second by Wieshalla to approve investing the $377,227.86 with the Unity Bank CDARS 
program for a period of two years at an interest rate of 2.35%.  CU 
 
Dialogue Items:  
Lynn Fabro brought to the Council a quote for new accounting software in the amount of 
$2,775.00 for the license and software, $915 annual support and $1,380 for training.  Fabro 
informed the Council that the software that the City is currently using, CTAS, has several 
program errors in the new version that does not accurately track City funds.  This causes 
problems with balancing the check book and tracking city money.  The time lost due to having to 
find and correct the errors over the course of one year would cover the cost of the software. 
Council member Santer brought up the handicap intersection curb ramps installed in the 2014 
Improvement Project by the State of Minnesota.  Santer again stated that he did not feel that the 
ramps were legal or functional.  Kent Louwagie reassured Santer that the ramps met the ADA 
standards.  While not necessarily being the best of the available designs they are legal. 
  
Adjournment:  Motion by Wieshalla second by Iten to adjourn the meeting at  8:24 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
            
Lynn Fabro     Bob Heid 
City Administrator    Mayor 
 


